



NEURODEM Cymru: Scientific Conference May 2008 

Briefing notes: RESEARCH DEVELOPMENT GROUPS [RDGs]
Purpose
To further develop the creative drive of NEURODEM Cymru and to turn research ideas into funded studies. 
Membership
RDGs should consist of:

· at least three researchers who have a track record in the relevant topic.  The researchers should be from at least three academic disciplines and no less than three academic institutions.  
· at least one service user/ carer with relevant interests

· at least one clinician/mental health practitioner/service manager with  an interest in research in the topic covered by the group. 
Each RDG must have a Chairperson who will convene research group meetings and liaise with, and report progress, to NEURODEM Cymru. 
Topic areas
It is proposed to establish the following five RDGs in the first instance [in an endeavour to complement the Alzheimer’s Disease/genetics and Huntingdon’s Disease research work of international repute which has already been established in Wales]:-

· Vascular cognitive impairment RDG

· Social Care & Housing for people with dementia RDG

· Parkinson’s Disease RDG

· Multiple Sclerosis/Motor Neurone Disease RDG
· Imaging RDG.
The inaugural meetings of four, of the five, NEURODEM Cymru RDGs will be held at the start of the 2008 Scientific Conference: 2 - 5pm, 8th May. 
Delegates with an interest in becoming members of the Imaging RDG are invited to register their interest on the registration form for the 2008 conference in order to receive details of the inaugural meeting, which will probably be convened via teleconference facilities. Professor David Linden has kindly agreed to Chair the Imaging RDG. 
Funding
Following the inaugural meetings on 8th May, an allocation of about £2000 will be available to support each RDG during the 2008-09 and 2009-10 financial years. The funds should be used to facilitate joint working between researchers, practitioners, service users and to cover such items as travel, meeting costs, venue hire, catering / other subsistence.

Responsibilities
It is expected that each RDG will submit at least one proposal for funding every six months, i.e. first submission/s by November 2008, second submission/s by May 09, third submission/s by November 09 when further funding and support for the groups will need to be reviewed in the context of any revision to the NEURODEM contract. 
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